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Lois Latraverse, President                 860-779-9822                                 Christy Atsales, Treasurer                                 860-779-0228   

Marcia Kilpatrick, Vice President     860 455-1226                                 Diane LeBlanc, Co-Program Chairman (Programs)

Diane LeBlanc, Secretary                   860-564-5116                                                                                                                860-564-5116 
    Karen Leaf, Co-Program Chairman (Judges)-860-928-7205 

Charlie Perry, MNEC, Newsletter Editor 860-928-0372

cperry33@yahoo.com

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 1ST & 3RD THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH SEPT-MAY AT THE JOHN DEMPSEY CENTER, ROUTE 44 PUTNAM, CT @ 7:00 PM.  NATURE WORKSHOP SCHEDULED LAST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH AT THE CONNECTICUT AUDUBON CENTER, ROUTE 169, POMFRET CENTER CT. @ 7:00 PM

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Events:

January 7th, Contest Night: 
This will be a print competition.  The categories on Print Night will be:


Color Prints


Black & White Prints


Creative Prints

Our judge will be Mary Doo from Rhode Island...  Mary is a past president of the Photographic Society of Rhode Island (PSRI).  She is a serious nature photographer, an international traveler, and photographs weddings’.

If you didn’t contribute to the Dempsey Center at our Christmas party, Chris is still accepting $5 donations at this meeting...
Refreshments will be provided by Jim Cutler
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December Firsts Place for Creative/Artistic
“Thru the Eyes of Datura” by Suzanne Buell
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January 10, 2010, Pick NECCC Pictures:

We will meet at Lois Latraverse’s home on Alexander’s lake at 5 PM to pick pictures for four NECCC competitions:


Color Prints


Black/White Print


Digital Pictorial Images


Digital Nature Images

Please bring or send about a half dozen photos for each category.  Digital entries should be e-mailed to Lois ahead of time at mrsaj1@ct.metrocast.net
We will send out for Pizza and share the cost.

January 21st, Program Night:

In July, several images were sent to Shiv Verma, coordinator of the NECCC Digital Circuit, for review and commentary.  The images are sent to host clubs for commentary which are then recorded and returned to the originating club.  We will review the images and listen to the commentary not only from our club, but also the other clubs that participated.
Refreshments will be provided by Betty & Fran Baranski

January 27th, QVPC/CAS Meeting:
Contest night at the Connecticut Audubon Society Center in Pomfret.  Bring up to four nature picture.  They can be any combination of Color, Black and White prints, Slides, Digital Images, or Snapshots.  You should not bring pictures of domestic animals or cultivated flowers.  Also, the hand of man should not dominate any of your pictures.
December Digital Projected Contest Winners:

Color Projected Images:
First: “Arctic Fox” by Lori Labreque
Second: “Golden Bird” by Diane LeBlanc
Third: “Leaves in Water” by Sue Buell
HM: “Moving into Fall” by Lois Latraverse 
Creative/Artistic:

First: “Thru the Eyes of Datura” by Sue Buell
Second: “Castle Hill” by Laura Vear
Third: “Red Dress Mystique” by Diane LeBlanc
HM: “Cats Eye” by Jeff Graley


Black and White:
First: “Marshall Point LH - Sea View” by Lori Labreque 
Second: “Bill Pipe” by Jeff Graley
Third: “Frog Portrait” by Lori Labreque
HM: “Jamestown Windmill” by Laura Vear
Theme (Harvest)
First: “Apple Harvest” by Sue Buell
Second: “Haying in October” by Sue Buell
Third: “Apple Harvest Basket” by Lois Latraverse
HM: “Pumpkins” by Marcia Kilpatrick
Theme (Festival)

First: “Scottish Dancer #1” by Chris Atsales
Second: “Kolan Dancing” by Marcia Kilpatrick
Third: “Keene Pumpkin Festival” by Harriett Cotnoir
HM: (none) 
November Visitors and New Members: 
There were no visitors: or new members in December.
Standing in the Fall NECCC Print Competitions:

In Color Prints, our club was in a 4-way tie for 13th place with 28 clubs participating.  The other clubs that we tied with were: Castle Craig CC, Easteern Main CC, and Flagpole Photographers
In Black/White Prints, our club tied for second place with the Manadnock CC. There were nine clubs participating.
Themes for 2009-2010 year:
Note: we will have two theme contests every other month.

February: (Not Determined)
2010 Multi-Screen Subjects:

Attitude                  Fan (s)      
   Old
Black & White       Fence (s)    
    Portrait

Camera                   Festival       
    Rail (s)

Carry                      Green          
    Shoe (s)
Catch                      Harvest       
    Sunrise
Colorful                  Labor          
    Texture
Dancer (s)               Night Scene 
    Warmth

Exit                         Noodles      
     Water Sports
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Refreshment Volunteers:
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Error Corrections:

Your newsletter editor has been confusing Lois Latraverse and Lori Labreque’s names.

In the October contest winners, second place in theme “Attitude” should read: “Max” by Lori Labreque, and HM should read: “Watch Out” by Lois Latraverse
In the November contest winners, First in color prints should read: “Castle Hill Light Reflection” by Lori Labreque.
Sorry for the confusion

New Nature Rules:
Many of you may have heard that the PSA Nature Division updated their definition of nature at the convention held in West Yellowstone recently.  The new definition is as follows:

"Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict observations from all branches of natural history, except anthropology and archeology, in such a fashion that a well informed person will be able to identify the subject material and to certify as to its honest presentation.  The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial quality while maintaining a high technical quality.  Human elements shall not be present, except where those human elements enhance the nature story.  The presence of scientific bands, scientific tags or radio collars on wild animals is permissible.  Photographs of artificially produced hybrid plants or animals, mounted specimens, or obviously set arrangements, are ineligible, as is any form of manipulation that alters the truth of the photographic statement.  No techniques that add to, relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by cropping are permitted.  Techniques that enhance the presentation of the photograph without changing the nature story or the pictorial content are permitted.  All adjustments must appear natural."

Dan Charbonnet added the following clarifying comments which help to understand the new rules:

"For most people, this means that the various HDR techniques are now allowed and it means blurring the background is now allowed, provided the results look natural."

"All images must be considered "Digital Realism", where a photographer may perform any enhancements and modifications that improve the presentation of the image to make it more closely represent the original scene photographed but that does not change the truth of the original nature story.  Cropping and horizontal flipping (equivalent to reversing a slide) are acceptable modifications.  Removing spots due to dust on your sensor is allowed. Removing rounded slide mount corners on scanned images is allowed.  Adding elements to your images, removing pictorial elements from your image other than cropping, combining separate images or rearranging and/or cloning and/or copying elements in your image are not acceptable and can lead to disqualification of your image in the competition.  Since HDR techniques and Helicon Focus techniques enhance the presentation without changing the pictorial content, they are now considered allowable techniques.  Please note that all adjustments must still look natural.  Just because a technique is legitimate does not guarantee the image using the technique will get a good score."
Dates to Mark on Your Calendar: 

January 11, 2010: Joe LeFevre at Charter Oak
April 2010: Rick Sammon Semina

June 5, 2010: Annual Banquet
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April


Harriett Cotnoir


Victor Boomer


May


	Karen Leaf


Hokan Andre


June Banquet


	All Members





January


Jim Cutler


Fran Baranski


February


	Lori Labreque


Leslie Atsales


March


	Laura Vear


Diane LeBlanc












